July 10th, 2011

Hi

I will make this a double letter to make up for the one I was not able to write last week. The computer now seems to be working OK. As mine is a Dell computer, I contacted Dell on Monday to see if they could help, even though my extended warranty ran out years ago. And, surprisingly, they were able! First, speaking on the phone, they tried to get me to re-install Windows (operating system) myself, but I was a bit unsure of doing this myself. Instead, they were able to send a technician to do the job. He came Tuesday evening at 7 pm and stayed till nearly 9:30 pm re-installing. Lucky he came as there were a few hiccups in the installation which I probably would not have been able to overcome had I been doing it myself. It cost HK$388 but was worth every penny. Actually, it is probably a good idea to re-install the operating system from time to time as it gets rid of a lot of files, and I suppose a few bugs, that accumulate over the years and cause problems and clog up the computer, slowing  it down. A kind of 'computer detox', if you like. Prior to the re-installation, I had about 1.4 million items (files, folders) but now there are only about 0.3 million - a loss of over 1 million, a lot of which must have been junk cluttering up the system. The only downside of re-installation is that everything on the drive is removed in the process. But as this only involves the C-drive, which is mainly application, these can be downloaded again from my backup files (on an external drive) or from the Internet. All my data files are on the D-drive and these are not affected. After the technician left, I spent the next five hours on the computer, getting to bed at about 2:30 am!



Friday, July 1st, was a holiday - handover anniversary. There was the now annual July 1st protest march; the organisers claimed over 200 000 attended. After this, a small group was involved in a riot in Central. The same day was also the 90th  anniversary of the founding of the Chinese Communist Party in 1921. 



HK is holding a census, which is done every 10 years. Ninety percent of households complete a short form (one page) while the other 10% have to do the long form, which involves an interview with people who make a visit. Ten years ago, I did the long form, I think. This time I did the short form. It only took a couple of minutes. However, I then decided to complete it online instead of posting it in. Then a few days later, I got another letter with another form saying that people who live in hotels/serviced suites cannot complete the questionnaire online! It would have saved a lot of trouble if the original form had said this! Some of the English in the form is appalling! 


The HK government, once again, in the face of strong public opposition, has backed down on introducing a bill. This bill was to close a loophole in regulations relating to by-elections for the Legislative Council. I told you some time ago that five legislators resigned and then re-contested their seats over an issue. To stop this from happening again, the new bill was to prevent a by-election by choosing the person who came second in the vote count in the earlier (general) election. 



Last week the gym received three new aerobic exercise machines - two cross-trainers (the 'skiing' machines) and one step-up machine. These were donated by a sister hotel (which I think is the hotel opposite the old Kai Tak airport) as they said no-one used their gym and so have turned it into - of course, this being HK - a restaurant. These cross trainer machines involve higher stepping than the others we have, and so is good for the quadriceps which are muscles needed for climbing hills. So I decided to try it out, and yes, the exercise is very good. I noted that in last year's letter, I mentioned that I had swum every day for a (5 day) week and averaged 3 km a swim. Much more than this year; I am doing just 1.5 km a swim, mainly to save time due to work on the books. 



Got $400 of PnS coupons from the hotel. This was my choice of 'incentive gift' for renewing the lease for another year. There were other incentives gifts of greater monetary value, such as airport or TST bus tickets, but I would be unlikely to have used them before they expired. 

As for the last couple of years, there has relatively little rain this summer so far. This includes June, which on average, is the month with the highest rainfall.



Saw on the Aus TV news that the penguin in NZ is doing fine. They said it will be taken back to the Antarctic sometime. Also, in Australia, the 'budget' carrier' Tiger Airways has been grounded until the end of the month over safety concerns due to poorly trained pilots. Ever flown with them? They are a Singapore airline but have an extensive network in the eastern half of Australia. With the expansion of airlines around the world, including many low-fare airlines, the shortage of well-trained pilots is becoming a big issue. 



In HK again, the ESF may lose its government subsidy which will mean it would be completely private and school fees would have to rise 20 - 30% on top of big increases in the past few years. Normally, in order to get a subsidy, a school has to be doing the HK curriculum and be supervised by the government. But the ESF is a historical exception. It only gets the subsidy as its schools provided an education for expatriates in colonial times. 



Yesterday was the final of the Super Rugby competition. The Queensland Reds beat the Crusaders 18-13 to become champions for the first time. And now it will be the Tri-Nations and after that the World Cup. I read that SA is playing the same 'trick' it did four years ago prior to the previous World Cup. Many of its potential World Cup squad are reporting supposedly 'injured' so that they can miss the Tri-Nations  games and thus get a good rest before the World Cup. This helped them will the cup last time. Australia and NZ do not do this. A week or so ago, the Junior ABs won their 4th consecutive junior world championship title. 



Nadine - saw some netball on Aus TV for the world championships being held in Australia. Today, the final is between Australia between and NZ.



I forgot to mention in the letter a couple of weeks ago about a near air collision over Australia recently. A Cathay Pacific airliner on its way to Australia and a domestic airliner heading north were heading for each other due to a mistake by an air traffic controller. He had had to change the course of the local airliner but then was distracted and forgot about it, even when contacted by one of the crews. With only a few seconds to spare, both crews executed a 'turn right' manoeuvre, a standard procedure in this situation. 



In last week's Time magazine, there was a very interesting article on the US Constitution in relation to the current shenanigans going on in Congress over several issues, such as Libya, the health plan and immigration. You should read it. Here is the link:

http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,2079445,00.html 

BTW, have you read your constitution. If not, here are two links:

http://www.usconstitution.net/const.html 

http://constitutionus.com/ 


And mentioning Libya, I read yesterday that Colonel Gaddafi and his family own 3% of Pearson publishers - the company I work for!! 



Well the big event this week must be Kaia's second birthday. I hope she has a good day and enjoys her presents and, I suppose, a party! I also guess this will be held on the weekend seeing that Friday is a work day. 

That seems to be it for now. 

Cheers
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